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St. Joseph River Basin Commission

Working Together For
Clean Water

& Stable Flow
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Commissioners discuss flooding, legislation

BY MATT GETTS
mgetts@kpcmedia.com

ALBION — Getting a
handle on flooding means

not just considering the
flow of water leaving an

area, but also the flow of

water coming in.

To get a broader view
of the big picture that led
to flooding last summer in

the West Lakes chain in

Noble County, the Noble

County Commissioners
said they have favored
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legislation that would
broaden the powers of the
St. Joseph River Basin
Commission.

In 1988, according to
the commission’s website,
the Indiana General
Assembly approved the
creation of the St. Joseph
River Basin Commission,
with a stated focus of
concentrating on water
quality issues.

Legislation authored
by state Rep. Dave Ober,
R-Albion, would broaden
the group’s focus from
water quality issues to
include flood mitigation.

The basin encompasses
all of Ekhart and
LaGrange counties,
portions of Noble, DeKalb,
Kosciusko and St. Joseph
counties in Indiana, as
well as parts of eight
counties in Michigan.

After last summer’s
flooding, much of the
work of local groups has
focused on removing
downstream obstacles
from the West Lakes chain,
which consists of Jones,
‘Waldron, Steinbarger and
Tamarack lakes in north
central Noble County.

If water moves more

IMAGE CONTRIBUTED

This image from the St. Joseph River Basin Commission website shows the
watershed area it contains. ‘

authority to even come

up with a comprehension

flood mitigation plan.
Ober’s legislation

would change that, giving

the St. Joseph River Basin

freely from that area, it is
less likely to flood. But
that’s only one piece of the
flooding puzzle.

“We need to look
upstream,” Commissioner

mitigation plan for the
entire St. Joseph River
Basin could be important
to solving the problems in
Noble County.

However, because the

Dave Abbott said during basin was formed based Commission the same
Monday’s meeting. on water quality issues, powers of the Maumee
Putting together a flood it lacks the power and SEE FLOODING, PAGEAS
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A tale of two watersheds...
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A tale of two watersheds...
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A tale of two watersheds...
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The landscape can be a ora

GREEN FILTER | GRAY FUNNEL

filtering pollution as the rainwater allowing pollution and toxins to be
slowly sinks into the ground. washed Into our waterways.
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